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o “My film represented howI r achcd out to rny com-

The day WoodyAllen fired her; Annabelle Gurwltch didn’t

] -tl‘ll.tlk America’s iconic funny man was all that funny.
' _ ' 1is 2003 off-Broadway play

: "Wr:ter’s B]uck" Allen told Gurwitch, “Youlook retarded.”
~ After the initial sting wore off, Gumutch turned her

pink slip into pink lemonade. Thanks to her firing, she can
now add author and filmmaker to her resume, with her

new book “Fired” and documemary film of the same
name. .

“Fired” screens in San l*ranc1sco on May 19 and "U, with
Gurwitch appearing at a book signing May 19 at A Clean
Well nghted Place for Books.

“I feel very passionately about this sub;ect says the
L.A.-based ‘actress and commentator. “While T was collect-
ing stories for the book, I became: geuumeh' concerned
about the employlrlent situation in America.”

Both her book and film take a largely hghthcarted view
of downm_mg They feature interviews with dozens of
icans — many of them celebritics, many of them

— all’ descnbmg thelr personal expenences with
- getting sacked.
Those celebrities mclude comedlans Ieff Gw:lm Judy

Gold and Jeffrey Ross, actresses [leana Douglas and -
Fellcny Huffman, commentator/actor Ben Stein, even for-
- mer, Labor Secretary Robert Relch If that hst seems, to_--._;_

skew Jewish, there’s a reason.

mumty, says Gurwitch. “My._ 'mmumty happened to
nd that

_Anhébélle Gurwitch

Austin. Later this year,
the Sundance Channel
will air “Fired,” with a
DVD version ready for

retail after that.
While the book is mostly a straight-ahead compendium
of amusing stories, the documentary is more personal, fol-

lowing Gurwitch herself on an odyssey through the unem-

ployment lines. Though she touches on the macro-eco-
nomic consequences of downsizing, Gurwitch chose to
emphasize the emotional impact of being told to hit the
bricks. “The more persoml the story, the more universal it
is,” she says.

Her own story l)<.=gms with a ]ew;sh upbrmgmg in

Miami Beach. “I was named president of my confirma-

tion class,” she recalls, “at which point I declared I was

an atheist.” Gurwitch later attended NYU before
launching a career on stage, screcn and television.

- Her sister Lisa Gurwitch is director of gilt planning at
the Jewish Community Endowment Fund of the S.I-
based Jewish Community Federation.

Ten years ago, Annabelle Gurwitch moved to Los
Angeles with her husband, comedy writer Jeff Kahn.
She worked as an actress, landing parts in films like
“Pollack” and “Daddy Day Care” and TV shows like
“Seinfeld,” “Dream On” and “Boston Legal,” but carned
wider notoriety as host of the TBS series “Dinner and a
Movie” and with her NPR commentaries on popular
culture. But her greatest success grew out of her failure
to hold down that job three years ago.

“My project focuses on what we as a country are
doing or not doing for people who have lost their jobs,”
she says. “Do we really care aboul working people in

America? This is something we should be thinking about

as a nation.”
Based on her film, people are thinking long and
hard about it. She even got liberal economist Robert
Reich and conservative Ben Stein to agree that the dis-
parity between CEO salaries and those of average
workers is far too great.
Then again, with show business as her métier, Gurwitch
also found Reich pitching her on the acting talent of his
son, and wondering if she could do something for him.
Meanwhile, she tours’ the country doing readings
and beok signings, as well as promoting the film and
even a staged version of “Fired.”

“It’s my hope that in some small way the film will
make people think about where we're headed. Through
comedy, it brings it to people’s minds.” =



