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“BOLD…HUMOROUS. AND COMPLETELY REFRESHING.” – WomanAroundTown
“A Must See!” Queens Tribune
“LAUGH OUT LOUD!”  - People Magazine

“ALTHOUGH AFTER 11 1/2 YEARS OF PURE, UNINTERRUPTED MARITAL BLISS, I DON’T RELATE AT ALL TO THE SUBJECT MATTER, I STILL FOUND JEFF AND ANNABELLE’S BOOK TO BE HILARIOUS.”
- Judd Apatow
“KAHN AND GURWITCH ILLUMINATE THE INSANITY OF MARRIAGE. THEY MAKE YOU WANT TO EMBRACE YOUR SPOUSE FOR THE SAME REASON YOU WANT TO STRANGLE THEM.” – Ben Stiller

“FINALLY, A MARRIED COUPLE THAT DOESN’T HIDE BEHIND SUCH TEDIOUS TRAITS AS PERSONAL LOYALTY, GOOD TASTE, AND AN OVERALL SENSE OF DECORUM!”  
- Liz Tuccillo- co-author, He’s Just Not That Into You
“LIKE LOVE LETTERS WITH MORE LAFFS!” – Media Bistro

“ANNABELLE GURWITCH AND JEFF KAHN ARE THE LUCY AND DESI OF THE APATOW AGE”
 – Lauren Lonnatti, Marie Claire Magazine
“STRONG COUPLES, WHO ARE ABLE TO LAUGH AT THEMSELVES, CAN MAKE IT THROUGH ALMOST ANYTHING.” – Bettyconfidential.com

“CANDID LOOK AT THE INSIDE OF A MARRIAGE, JEFF AND ANNABELLE FIND HUMOR IN THE TRUTH ABOUT THEMSELVES, THEIR PARENTING SKILLS, AND WHAT IT REALLY TAKES TO SURVIVE MARRIAGE AND CROSS THE FINISH LINE WITH A WINE GLASS IN ONE HAND AND YOUR SANITY IN THE OTHER.”      Arts a la mode

“YOU SAY TOMATO, I SAY SHUT UP” IS RAW, WITTY AND COMICAL. THE SHOW OFFERS A FRESH PERSPECTIVE AND A GLIMPSE OF A COUPLE WHO HAVE MANY OF THE PROBLEMS THAT WE DO IN MARRIAGE WITH THE ADVICE THAT IT IS BETTER TO LAUGH AND POKE FUN AT THEM TO GET THROUGH IT ALL. “YOU SAY TOMATO, I SAY SHUT UP” IS DELIGHTFULLY FUNNY AND WILL HAVE YOU LAUGHING OUT. IF NOTHING ELSE, YOU’LL LEAVE THE THEATER FEELING MORE GRATEFUL FOR THE MARRIAGE YOU HAVE.” ReviewFix

"YOU SAY TOMATO, I SAY SHUT UP! IS A HIT!" CharlotteVibe.com
“EXTREMELY FUNNY! YES, SHE’S NEUROTIC. YES, HE’S CLUELESS. BUT SOMEHOW THEY WORK TOGETHER. IN THE END THE WINNER IS THE AUDIENCE, PLENTY OF WHOM LEFT THE THEATER STILL CHUCKLING.” Buffalo News

“THE SHOW’S HUMOR RISES ABOVE THE GARDEN-VARIETY BATTLE OF THE SEXES YOU FIND ON TV. THE SCRIPT IS SMARTER, AND THE ACTORS ELICIT EMPATHY EVEN WHEN THEY’RE DRIVING EACH OTHER NUTS. THEY’RE NOT JUST GROUSING; THEY’RE COMMISERATING, AND THEREIN LIES THE SHOW’S APPEAL.” Des Moines Register.com

Marriage Memoir Debuts In Queens [image: image2.png]Tribune....




By TAMMY SCILEPPI Dec. 6,2012
Co-creators and writers Annabelle Gurwitch ("Dinner and a Movie," "Fired!") and Jeff Kahn (The Ben Stiller Show, "The 40 Year Old Virgin") are real-life 15-year marriage survivors. They have adapted their comical, endearing memoir for the stage, in "You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up" - a must-see for anyone who has ever experienced a long-term love/hate relationship. 

  Ahh…love is in the air at the Queens Theatre in Flushing Meadows Park through Dec. 9 - with a smidgeon of hate thrown in for good measure, a hefty dose of drama and romance and a dollop of sheer craziness.

  Channeling their inner Lucy and Desi, actors Gabrielle Mirabella (Annabelle Gurwitch) and Jonathan Van Dyke (Jeff Kahn) set the plot in motion with witty banter, as they make an attempt at communication over a fine pinot noir, at a cozy restaurant in California. They're celebrating ten years of wedded bliss. 

  Jeff loves his new iPad (we find out what he gets Annabelle at the very end) and the conversation centers around Facebook: How come Jeff's relationship status say "it's complicated," and why won't he friend Annabelle?

  Can't a guy have a little privacy? Not if he wants a divorce. So he gives in and friends his wife; his private world shattered.

  The real fun begins as the actors show off their improvisational skills during funny courtship flashbacks: Annabelle flipping pancakes at a potluck dinner as Jeff fondly recalls "the potluck pancake spell she put me under," as he keeps misreading her confusing signals - like the time she left her cat Stinky with him for a month and took off with her boyfriend; and that unusual but touching proposal scene between Big Sur and Carmel. 

  Gradually, the couple's personality differences are revealed. But ironically, it's that schism that makes them love each other even more. Let's face it, opposites do attract, and what right have we to question Cupid's motives?

  Gabrielle Mirabella is superb in her role as the cerebral, no-nonsense, exhausted wife and mom, who juggles work and Ezra, and views marriage as a well-oiled machine. Van Dyke, though single, plays the doting, frustrated hubbie to a T. 

  Her outsize gestures add that comical drama; Van Dyke's antics and shenanigans - like falling over imaginary exploding pre-sex land mines - inject a spark of raw wacky comedy. The audience loved it. 

  The zingy banter never gets monotonous. Look for that gotcha punchline at every turn, as the two lovers annoy each other to death. This laugh-out-loud, slice of life comedy drudges up all the dirt and dirty laundry swept under marital rugs, while the dregs of a burnt out relationship still hiding a spark of excitement just waiting to be ignited, unfolds. The actors are wonderfully effective at drawing the audience into their lovingly dysfunctional world. 
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You Say Tomato

Raucous Love Story Comes to Andiamo

by Samantha White
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When asked what advice he would give to himself before marrying his wife Annabelle Gurwitch, Jeff Kahn jokingly responds, "Don't do it." He also adds, "Don't write a book with her." 

Gurwitch's response to the same question is just as hilariously cynical as her husband's. "Live in separate houses with adjoining corridors," she says. 

The writing and performing duo co-authored the book, You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up: A Love Story. The book showcases their different perspectives on love, marriage, sex and everything in between. The hilarious stage version of the work is coming live to Andiamo Novi Theatre 2/3-2/5. 

The book came about through a series of essays Kahn wrote, noting that the theme was "how difficult it is to get in my wife's pants." Gurwitch soon joined in, providing perspective on the many foibles most couples experience. Eventually, it flourished into what is now a hysterical text on marriage with a his-and-hers point of view. 

The commentary from the two — in the play, as well as in the book — is playful and witty. And while the show's material will leave you in stitches, it does speak to a certain across-the-board, every-couple dynamic.

In addition to its mirthful outlook on the marital union, Tomato also has a universal viewpoint that the co-authors and partners in life are transplanting to the stage. 

Gurwitch says that the experience and feedback from audiences who have come to see the stage show has been "gratifying." 

"The show cuts across no matter the age or economic levels or whether you are even a gay couple. I love it when people think we are telling their story," says Gurwitch. 

The two are fun-loving and like to joke around as they make fun of their relationship, but there is no denying the unmistakable love and adoration they have for one another. 

"He's a much better person than I knew. He's a great dad and I wouldn't have known that," Gurwitch says of their 15 years of marriage. They have a son, Ezra. 

Kahn and Gurwitch's union has not only led them to literary success, but it has also given to them an arsenal of great advice for married couples, as well as single men and women. Irrespective of the type of relationship one finds themselves in, chances are most people will relate to what Kahn and Gurwitch have to say, whether you've been together for six months or 16 years. 

"A long marriage doesn't mean a successful marriage," Gurwitch says. "You read, go square-dancing together and do all these activities together." Kahn interrupts Gurwitch's statement with "What?! square-dancing?" But, she ignores him and continues her theory of having a life outside of one's marriage. 

She says, "Give me some mystery. Develop your own interests and come back to that person re-energized." 

Gurwitch and Kahn have both enjoyed successes outside of their work on Tomato. Kahn has appeared on Curb Your Enthusiasm and has written, and won an Emmy for, The Ben Stiller Show. Gurwitch co-hosted TBS' Dinner & A Movie and has been a regular commentator on National Public Radio's All Things Considered. 

The couple recently visited Detroit to participate in a basketball tournament at the Detroit Jewish Community Center in West Bloomfield. 

They return to metro Detroit when You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up: A Love Story makes its way to Andiamo Novi Theatre this week. 

They encourage audience members to "share their own stories," as Jeff also jokingly adds, "I am available for dinner." | RDW 
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Marital comedy? 'Shut Up'!

By Lawrence Toppman
Friday, Oct. 14, 2011
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There's nothing quite like a good hate to keep love alive, is there?

"A few years ago, 'Crash' won the Academy Award for best picture, and everybody said how wonderful it was," Annabelle Gurwitch recalls. "Jeff and I looked at each other in the middle, said 'I hate this' and walked out together. At that moment, I thought, 'I have my soul mate!' "
Knowing this, you may not be surprised to learn that Gurwitch and Kahn's take on marriage is titled "You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up." It started life as a book of seriocomic essays, then became a play the actor-writers workshopped in big-city venues. It launches its national tour this week at Charlotte's Stage Door Theater.
"We're trying to help people with Post Marital Stress Syndrome," says Kahn. "Everyone has it, but not everyone's willing to admit that. We get people laughing about it. If you bring (issues) out into the open, you don't wallow in your resentment."
Interviewing them, especially on a conference phone line, is like trying to herd escapees from an ant farm. They finish each other's thoughts, riff off each other's gentle digs, and defy you to guess whether they're being serious or hams on wry.

Jeff: "I'm the sentimental one. When I met Annabelle, it was love at first sight."
Annabelle: "I thought I needed to take out a restraining order. I didn't know if Jeff was a stalker or the most romantic man I had ever met. It took five years for us to get it together enough to date."
Jeff: "After we made out, I thought, 'Finally!' Then it's 'We ought to be friends,' and we didn't see each other for a year."

Annabelle: "The night we met, Jeff wrote my number on a napkin -"
Jeff: "No, no, tell it right. It was -"
Annabelle: "OK, I took a napkin and wrote my name and number and said 'Call me.' He kept that napkin for five years. Right before we got married, I went to have it framed and noticed he had another girl's number on the back."
Jeff: "Five years is a long time to carry a cocktail napkin! I didn't sit on my hands: I went on the World Dating Championship Circuit."
One Amazon.com review of their book ends "I felt empathy towards them. Overall, don't think their marriage will last." After 15 years of marriage and 21 years as a couple, they laugh in unison. "We ask every day if marriage is the right thing for us," says Kahn.
"Do opposites attract, or do you have to be like each other?" asks Gurwitch. "It works for Jeff and me that we're very different people. It's in the arguing and challenging that it's fun, as long as you bring the A game to make it interesting."
He grew up in Albany, N.Y., where, he says, "the unexamined life seemed to be the optimum life to lead." She grew up in Mobile, Ala., and Florida, summering at Camp Blue Star in Hendersonville, N.C.
They connected over Bob Dylan, the Tao Te Ching and Isaac Bashevis Singer, then explored their relationship through frank and funny columns in magazines. They've even found painful humor in the saga of Ezra, who was born with VACTERL, a rare combination of birth defects.
Ezra's now 13 and doing well, and he's not in the stage version of "Tomato." But much of their marital agita is.
"In romcoms, marriage is the end of all your problems. For us, it was the beginning," says Gurwitch. "We give people license to (enjoy) schadenfreude: 'Oh my god, their marriage is worse than ours!' The play is couched as comedy, but it's actually therapy."
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Comedy Couple Gurwitch and Kahn Talk Marriage
by Leonard Jacobs
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You know Annabelle Gurwitch as original host of TBS' "Dinner and a Movie," the current host of Planet Green's "Wasted" and as a commentator and author. You know Jeff Kahn by his pen: He's an Emmy-winning writer whose career began on MTV's "The Ben Stiller Show." Their joint project is marriage, chronicled in their sardonic, affecting memoir, You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up. 

Now their prose is a same-name stage show running Off-Broadway for -- wait for it! -- just three days.

Their early marriage was odd. Gurwitch's grandmother died on their honeymoon; later, Gurwitch went to the hospital with a tumor. Yet Tomato's chatty, "he said, she said" style isn't so much a how-we-did-it tale as a how-we-made-it manual. Ezra, their son, was born with birth defects, which focused their energies as parents -- and a couple.

Gurwitch and Kahn talked life, love and marriage -- and how opposites attract.

Your early marriage was super bumpy. If all those events hadn't occurred, would issues have cropped up anyway?

Annabelle Gurwitch: Most issues we write about in Tomato are universal to marriage, having to do with cultural expectations of the institution. There's a whole genre of romantic comedies with the theme "if I could just get married, all my problems will end." But really, it's just the beginning of your problems!


Jeff Kahn: I enjoy the phrase "cropped up." And I think all the issues would have cropped their way into our marriage at one time or another.

You and your husband have opposing personalities, but opposites attract. Does that make you nuts?

AG: We drive each other nuts. We really will look at the same experience and see it differently, but I like to think of us as teammates, like Kobe and Shaq. OK, that didn't end well. Maybe Sonny and Cher. OK, that didn't end well, either. Well, maybe it ended well for Cher.

JK: We're also very similar. I think similarities and opposites attract if you're attracted to the person. And yes, Annabelle, being similar and opposite, drives me completely crazy.

A couple is married 50 years. Your advice for them?
AG: We like to say our book isn't a self-help book, it's a self-hurt book. We don't so much offer advice as feel by using our mistakes, foibles and comedic failures, we can all share in the experience.

JK: I have absolutely nothing to add to people married for 50 years. What advice can they give me.

Do you find each other funny?

AG: When you stop finding each other funny, you may as well call a divorce lawyer. Humor is key to a long-term relationship. If you can't laugh at your mistakes, you'll be crying. 
[JK let AG have the last word.]
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"You Say Tomato" was a book, then an impromptu comedy act and now a play starring Scott Richard Foster and Antoinette LaVeccia as husband and wife.

'You Say Tomato' arrives
January 31, 2012

Annabelle Gurwitch and Jeff Kahn, married for 16 years, call them "tomato stories."

"That's a story that has two different versions, which is how we see marriage," says Gurwitch in a laughter- and interruption-filled phone interview from their home near Los Angeles.

The differences cover, well, just about every issue in their relationship, from the moment they met to the present.

"Jeff thinks that how we met is romantic, I think it was the random universe in action," Gurwitch says.

They both have hopes and dreams; they just don't match. Gurwitch: "My idea is that if you have lower expectations, then anything you get is a bonus, any happiness you get out of marriage is just fantastic. If you have high expectations, you will always be disappointed."

Kahn: "I started out with very high expectations. Every year I lower my expectations, and I'm about at sea level right now, and I'm about to buy some scuba gear."

The pair also differ on raising their 14-year-old, Ezra. "I expect to see results from my parenting in maybe 30 years; if Jeff can't see it in maybe 30 minutes, he's just done," says Gurwitch. Kahn chimes in, "30 seconds!"

They aired their comic differences in a book published last year, aptly titled, "You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up: A Love Story."

The book details their initial meeting, Kahn's immediate interest, and the five-year quasi-friendship that preceded their marriage. Kahn took care of Gurwitch's cat, Stinky, years before they became a couple. Stinky, he wrote, "follows me everywhere, wants to be petted all the time, desires my undivided attention and sleeps cuddled next to me every night. Stinky is everything I want from Annabelle, but furrier and happens to poop in a litter box."

After five years, the two do marry. Kahn goes to Austin, Texas, to work on a TV show while Gurwitch is pregnant and on bed rest, full of envy over her mother's pregnancy, "which, lubricated as it was with coffee and the odd martini, had progressed completely uneventfully." Kahn writes, "We were fast becoming a contemporary John and Abigail Adams, minus, of course, their acute intellectual brilliance and profound selflessness."

Show biz pros

What they may lack in profound selflessness, the couple have made up for in comedy and acting experience, including work in TV, stage and movies.

Gurwitch has done more than 50 guest roles on such shows as "Dexter," "The Cleaner," "Medium," "Boston Legal" and "Seinfeld." She was also the longtime host of TBS' "Dinner and a Movie," and has hosted the series "WA$TED" for the Planet Green Network for three years. She has hosted shows for the Style Channel, Syfy, VH1, ABC, the Game Show Network, and was the anchor for the award-winning HBO show "Not Necessarily the News."

She is a frequent guest on talk shows, including "Real Time with Bill Maher," "Today," "Fox and Friends" and "Politically Incorrect." She has written extensively for magazines, and her book "Fired!" was made into a popular documentary of the same name.

Kahn has worked as a producer, writer and director for television shows, including "The Ben Stiller Show," "Austin Stories" and "Dilbert," and has acted on "Curb Your Enthusiasm," "Entourage" and "The Larry Sanders Show," as well as in movies, including "The 40-year-old Virgin," "Drillbit Taylor" and "Tropic Thunder." They both had roles in "The Cable Guy."

Their play began almost accidentally. After the book was published and Kahn and Gurwitch began to do book-signings, they realized that their presentation -- full of laugh-out-loud lines and common marital issues that had people nodding and laughing -- was evolving into a performance.

"It became sort of like a comedy act before it was a play," says Kahn.

"Like Elaine May and Mike Nichols," says Gurwitch.

At an appearance in Albany, Kahn's hometown, Gurwitch says, "A woman came up and said, 'I was on my way here with a guy I am dating, and I was thinking maybe there were too many differences, but now that I've seen you guys I realize that maybe there's hope for us!'"
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"They gave that relationship a chance, after she saw how bad we are!" says Kahn gleefully.

But the idea of writing their repartee into a play that would be performed by two other people, in this case Broadway actor and improv comedian Scott Richard Foster and television and Broadway actor Antoinette LaVeccia, added a new, surreal layer for Kahn and Gurwitch, not to mention the audience.

"People think they are married, and after the show they will meet them and talk about their own marriages, and say things like, 'I hope you guys get to go home and have sex now!' and Scott is actually married to somebody else," says Gurwitch. "Antoinette gives us these updates on Facebook [www.facebook.com/tomatoplay], where she keeps a tally of the really funny things people say in the audience."

"We love Antoinette and Scott," says Gurwitch.

"I came to New York to work with them on the show, and they're so great and funny," says Kahn.

And then they begin to banter.

Gurwitch: "They're better than us, actually."

Kahn: "I want Scott to take over my own life. He can be Jeff, and I'll just take off."

Gurwitch: "They bring so much to the show, their acting talents, and because they have some distance from it -- they're not us -- they can add things to their roles. I like Antoinette's version of Annabelle better than myself, I'll put it that way. She's a better version of me."

Gurwitch says that the first time she saw the play with LaVeccia and Foster, "a horrible, weird cackling noise escaped my mouth. Without ever having met me, these two somehow managed to be exactly like us, I would say more than 100 percent like us. It's uncanny, unbelievable."

Kahn says he was able to see many performances of "You Say Tomato" in previews in New York, and laughed every time. In fact, he says Foster told him, " 'I would relax as soon as I heard you laugh in the audience,' which was very nice."

Seeing the play helps them realize, Gurwitch says, "That it's a very universal thing, the idea of people's expectations about marriage. In movies, in romantic comedies, it's made to seem as though the wedding is the destination, and being married is the answer to all your problems, but ..."

Kahn interrupts: "It's the beginning of your problems!"

'Perfect date night!'

The show, says Gurwitch, "is sort of the perfect date-night entertainment. It's a comedy, and it's fun to laugh at the things you recognize that are the commonalities in marriage."

The show draws all kinds of people, Gurwitch says. "People who have been married for 30 years, for 10 years, people who are dating, gay couples, straight couples, there are just common things you go through when you enter into a relationship and you live with someone for longer than a week, and people just relate to it."

"There is a sweetness to the show," says Kahn. "We talk about the comedy of it, but there is sweetness and a love between the couple, of course not the couple onstage, but us. That's another difference -- the couple onstage is sweeter than we are."

But no matter how their goals and expectations may clash, Gurwitch says they are committed to the marriage. "I'm not proud to say this, but I realized that anyone I was with for longer than a month would drive me crazy. I would find as many things to drive me crazy about another person as drive me crazy about Jeff. That is the challenge -- I'd be trading one crazy for another crazy. I've acclimated to this kind of crazy."

"Isn't that romantic?" interjects Kahn. "I don't feel that way at all. I don't feel like acclimating to somebody is the greatest reason to be together, but everybody's different."

"It's like your old favorite pair of slippers!" says Gurwitch, a warmth and slight longing in her voice.

"Yeah, that's not me," snaps Kahn. "I don't like slippers."
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By Annabelle Gurwitch

 HYPERLINK "http://huffingtonpost.com/jeff-kahn"  and Jeff Kahn
Valentines Day Relationship Quiz

Posted: 02/12/10 
It's Valentine's Day, and if you want fantasy, go see the movie which is starring everyone in Hollywood except Lil' Wayne. If you want reality, pre-order our book You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up on Amazon. (Shameless plug, we know.) We've spent a lot of time thinking about relationships lately in preparation for the book. We've been married for thirteen years. In Los Angeles, thirteen years of marriage is like winning a gold medal in cross-country skiing, only harder. And after thirteen years of marriage, we've concluded: "we're just not that into us."

Not sure how your relationship is stacking up compared to ours? Add your scores together and you'll see whether you should be saving up for retirement together or packing your bags right now. Good luck!

1. How good are you at influencing your partner? 
a. I'm Alan Dershowitz!

b. Only when there are copious amounts of alcohol.

c. Almost as good as I am at predicting earthquakes.

d. I'd have better luck getting Rush Limbaugh to admit he's been wrong about anything he's ever said.


2. Are you competitive with each other?
a. We're co-captain cheerleaders on Team Marriage--Go us!

b. It's hard to say, but I think I'm winning.

c. Yankees versus the Red Sox, but worse and without the multimillion-dollar merchandising revenue.

d. Have you heard about that little feud between God and Satan? Yeah, it's like that.


3. When things don't go your way, do you sulk or withdraw?
a. Never. I'm a happy, well-adjusted person raised by happy, well-adjusted, and loving parents.

b. There are times when I sulk and my spouse withdraws and when my spouse pouts, I withdraw, but 
never at the same time or for more than a month or two.

c. I sulk and withdraw only when I'm awake.

d. Like a kid whose parents have confiscated all of his video games and given them away to less-fortunate 
children.


4. Do you have fun?
a. Always--being with my spouse is like renting our very own fun house in the middle of the funnest street in Funtown, USA!
b. It's possible if enough antidepressants are mixed with several other, less-legal drugs.

c. If you call Guantánamo Bay fun, then yes, we have fun.

d. What's this strange word fun? Nope, never heard of it.


5. How much anger and irritability do you feel?
a. Our relationship is like a Buddhist temple on the Buddha's birthday.

b. We get pissed at each other, but we're not Baldwin and Basinger.

c. Let's just say it's a very good thing we believe in gun control. A very, very good thing.

d. I'm Mount Vesuvius and he/she is Mount St. Helens, and it's go time, baby!


6. Do you feel included in each other's lives?
a. There is never a moment when we are not together in body, mind, and spirit. We're not two beings; we are one joined in holy matrimony.

b. Kind of, but I feel that the cover charge is way too steep, and the drinks at Club Spouse Inclusion are really watered down.

c. I remember once being asked about something while we were planning the wedding. That was the last time-- ever.

d. I have a better chance of being invited to take over North Korea. 
SCORES
For every "a" give yourself one point

For every "b" two points
For every "c" three points 
For every "d" four points. 
Then add it up and see where you rank.

6- 9: 
You're in an amazing, glorious, perfectly blissful union, now get a room and stop gloating.

10 - 18: 
OK, you have some problems and it's probably going to get worse, so get some therapy quick 
and buy a really good vibrator.

19 - 26: 
It's bad, very bad-- she takes a golf club to your new Escalade, bad. 
The good news is our book may help.

27 - 28: 
You have entered Jeff and Annabelle territory, from which there is no escape. 
Call your lawyer immediately.

[image: image10.jpg]Detlnesheister.om





Theater review: ‘You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up’ at the Temple

6:19 PM, Mar 8, 2012 | by Michael Morain
Sure, familiarity breeds contempt. But it also breeds some decent jokes, which the marriage comedy “You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up” delivers by the pound.

We’re not talking heirlooms here, or tiny Cherry Romas that have to be savored. You’ve heard some of the same he-said-she-said material before, but here the jokes about the joys and exasperations of matrimony are especially ripe and juicy, and they fly fast between the couple who lob them at each other throughout the show, which remains through next Sunday at the Civic Center’s Temple Theater.
I didn’t see any actual elbow jabs in the audience, but there were more than a few pointed looks among the couples who attended Wednesday’s opening: See, honey? See how maddening that is? I’ve been telling you to knock that off for years.
Fortunately, the show’s humor rises above the garden-variety battle of the sexes you can find any night on network TV. (See: cleaning-supplies ads. See also: any sitcom starring Tim Allen.) The script by the real-life married couple Annabelle Gurwitch and Jeff Kahn is smarter, and the actors Antoinette LaVecchia and Mike Masters elicit empathy even when they’re driving each other nuts. They’re not just grousing; they’re commiserating, and therein lies the show’s appeal.
While she comes off like Julia Louis-Dreyfus – sarcastic, high-strung, never at a loss for words – he is Dudley Do-Right, but with red hair and a voice that sounds like Shaggy from “Scooby Doo” whenever he gets bewildered. And that happens a lot: Her rules about clutter and Facebook and parenting their son completely baffle him. Her unspoken bedroom rules confuse him even more.
“I would like to have sex once a day. Annabelle would be happy to have sex once a week,” he says. “So we compromise: We have sex once a week.”

(Masters gets points, by the way, for joining the show at the last minute. The original actor, in what may have been an extreme exercise in Method acting, left the national tour earlier this week when his real-life wife had a real-life baby.)
For her part, she can’t understand why he is so relentlessly romantic. When he waxes poetic about Romeo and Juliet, she points out that they were married less than 24 hours – and look how that turned out.
“I’d be happy if we could just settle somewhere between ‘The Way We Were’ and ‘Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?’ ” she tells him with a sigh.
The basic story builds around the couple’s tenth-anniversary dinner, and by the end of the 80-minute show, it’s obvious they owe their mutual affection to their points of disagreement.

When she tells him, “We just see things so differently,” his response says it all.
“No, we don’t.”
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Theater preview: 'Tomato' isn't your typical date night play
Written by: MICHAEL MORAIN

The title is your first clue: “You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up” isn’t your typical date-night show. The marriage comedy — which is either redundant or oxymoronic, depending on your point of view — opens Wednesday at the Temple for Performing Arts and takes a look at what happens to a couple after the big “I do.”
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In this case, the couple are two very funny, very brainy people named Annabelle Gurwitch and Jeff Kahn. She gained a following as co-host of “Dinner and a Movie” on TBS, an occasional actor on “Seinfeld” and “Boston Legal,” and a regular contributor to the Nation and NPR. He started writing and performing with “The Ben Stiller Show” and moved on to roles on “Curb Your Enthusiasm,” “Entourage” and “The 40-Year-Old Virgin.”

They live in Los Angeles and tend to finish each other’s sentences, as they did last week on a conference call. He was folding laundry at home. She’d just dropped off their 14-year-old son at school.

[image: image20.jpg]


“We felt like a lot of romantic comedies, they’re all about the lead-up to marriage,” she said. “They end with a wedding,” he said. “People are led to believe that marriage is the end of your romantic troubles, but marriage is just the beginning.” That’s what prompted them to write the book that eventually turned into the two-person show, about paying bills and visiting in-laws and cleaning the cats’ litter box — all the small joys of married life.

There are touchier subjects, too.
“We’re sharing things that people don’t always talk about, stuff you can’t believe people are actually saying on stage — how hard it is, for example, to get into your wife’s pants after 10 years of marriage,” Gurwitch said. “It’s an adult show,” Kahn added. “It’s a little bawdy, but it’s very funny.”

They performed the show themselves for a while (to the horror of their son) before casting actors to do the job instead. And the scary part: Each spouse wrote the casting requirements for the opposite role. He wrote of her: She “combines the clever wit and fashion sense of Sarah Jessica Parker in ‘Sex in the City’ with the infallibility of Pope John Paul II and the iron will of President Assad of Syria … Her astrological sign is Scorpion, so whatever you do, do not make her angry. And if you do, stay the hell away from her tail.”

She wrote of him: “He’s an acquired taste, like sheep cheese.” But it seemed to work. Both writers like their replacements, the actors Antoinette LaVecchia and Scott Richard Foster. “If Scott wants to take over my entire life, that would be fine with me. He’d be better at it,” Kahn said.

She said, he said: Antoinette LaVecchia and Scott Richard Foster star in “You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up,” which opens Wednesday at the Temple for Performing Arts. / Special to the Register

Despite the jokes, though, it’s clear the couple cares for each other. They subtitled the show “a love story,” after all, and have received post-show praise from audience members who “are in a relationship, have been in a relationship, are running from a relationship and hiding from a relationship,” Gurwitch said. One woman confessed that she’d been building up the nerve to break up with her fiancé until she saw the show and figured that, by comparison, her own predicament wasn’t so bad.

In fact, if there’s a lesson the couple has learned — the hard way — it’s to ignore conventional wisdom and do what works best for them. “Marriage is a new frontier. It’s like crossing the Rockies for the first time. We’re taking marriage to places it’s never been before,” Kahn said. “Unfortunately, we’re more like the Donner Party.”
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Theater review: You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up!
Posted by Perry Tannenbaum on Fri, Oct 28, 2011 at 10:12 AM

A generation ago — or maybe three — a fairly large chunk of the audience would come into the Blumenthal Performing Arts premiere of You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up! knowing that the title is a riff on the lyric of a Gershwin Brothers song, “Let’s Call the Whole Thing Off,” written in 1937 for Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers so they could elegantly bicker onscreen in Shall We Dance? On rollerskates!
Knowing those lyrics from that film and many other sources (including a rollicking Ella Fitzgerald-Louis Armstrong duet), I found myself surprised when, deep into this non-musical two-hander, Jeff and Annabelle seriously entertain the idea of calling their whole relationship off. This is after Jeff has pursued the reluctant, unromantic Annabelle for an epic six years, after the two have married and parented their darling Ezra, smack in the middle of their ten-year anniversary celebration at a posh restaurant.
Clearly, Tomato co-authors Annabelle Gurwitch and Jeff Kahn are pushing the envelope in their autobiographical 

show. For the most part, Gurwitch and Kahn seem to be cleaving to the pop paradigm that gave us Menopause the Musical, Vagina Monologues, Girls Only, and most recently at the 2011 National Black Theatre Festival up in Winston-Salem, M.O.I.S.T. (Multiple Orgasm Initiative for Sexual Transformation). These are all light-traveling, lighthearted evenings targeted primarily at women — with business models that aspire to franchising as much as a New York run.

Not only isn’t Tomato all-women in its casting and viewpoint, the slightly nebbishy Jeff, quixotically carrying his torch for Annabelle while romantically believing their relationship is truly fated to be, is actually the more sympathetic partner in this couple. It’s Annabelle who forgets birthdays and anniversaries while Jeff is forever diligent in gifting and arranging celebrations. She even forgets Jeff after he’s nice enough to board her cat on short notice! Annabelle is the wielder of logic, convinced that relationships are random, finally calculating — after multiple failed relationships with men she drooled over — that yes, Jeff is the man she should be with.

Of course, he’s on time for their anniversary rendezvous while she’s running late.
In other words, Jeff and Annabelle are polar opposites, just like the antagonists of the Gershwin Brothers’ song — and the co-authors are mostly about capitalizing on a profusion of comical incongruities as they chronicle their relationship from the vantage point of their 10-year milestone. At times, it’s table talk with a couple of menus and glasses of water, but as the 75-minute show progresses, there are frequent re-enactments of past episodes and slices of monologues directed at the audience, breaking the fourth wall.
Of course, the prevailing contrast between husband and wife, while turning the usual mold upside-down, dovetails nicely into a classic comedy cliché: Jeff is mad for sex while Annabelle is indifferent. Fresh mirth is mined by Antoinette LaVecchia and Scott Richard Foster from this comedy club staple, yet they’re quite adept at the scene work — and injecting that dramatic let’s-call-it-off tension when it arrives. They could probably flesh out the slickness that, earlier on, sparks our laughter only to delay our emotional involvement, but the product design seems committed to a 75-minute time limit.
Laudable as Gurwitch’s willingness to be perceived as the heavy may be, it comes at the price of showing us why Jeff worships her. Like Gurwitch, who appeared at a talkback after the performance on press night, LaVecchia isn’t drop-dead gorgeous, so an element of insanity creeps into Foster’s prolonged pursuit when the reason isn’t self-evident chemistry. We shouldn’t have to dig into Gurwitch’s playbill bio after the show and paste it onto what we’ve just seen to understand those dynamics. The particulars of her attractiveness needn’t constantly flash at us, but they should be far more manifest.
Gurwitch and Kahn had much to be pleased with as they met LaVecchia and Foster for the first time ever during the onstage talkback. The script curves gracefully towards a satisfying conclusion from its key crisis, and director Darren Katz has an unerring feel for the essence of his protagonists and their conflicts. Pacing is refreshingly brisk — revving up to a frenzy just once to fine effect. With cocktail tables up front and raked seating further from the stage, Stage Door Theater, on the College Street side of the PAC, is a perfect You Say Tomato venue. Blumenthal Performing Arts is presenting this classy premiere in Charlotte, eyeing transfers to other cities down the road. It’s easy to envision this production traveling well on its sleek sturdy legs.
Annabelle Gurwitch and Jeff Kahn bring their play on marriage, "You Say Tomato, I Say Shut Up," to Stage Door Theater. COURTESY OF IZIK MISHAN
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